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FOODBANKS

WHAT WE DO

We are part of a complex local, regional, domestic, and global food supply chain that faces increasing
challenges to its long-term stability. To contribute to a resilient agricultural sector in Ohio — the backbone
of Ohio’s economy — we have been partners for nearly three decades in providing outlets for surplus or
otherwise unmarketable fruits, vegetables, protein, and dairy items. Our long-term, public-private
partnership with the State of Ohio, Ohio’s farmers, growers, and producers, and Ohio’s foodbanks
reduces food waste and supports agricultural partners navigating increasing volatility in their business
of feeding the state, the nation, and the world. The foods we procure through our partnership with the
State of Ohio represent some of the most wholesome and nutritious items available through our charitable
hunger relief network. We are proud to be the State of Ohio’s partner in:
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WHO WE SERVE
Since the last state operating budget was adopted:

Food prices and pressure on
the supply chain remain high.

Federal commodities are
in decline and other
supports for working
families and older
adults have ended.

Housing costs have
increased significantly.

25% of Ohio
renters spend
at least half
their income on
housing.

Like many other
household expenses,
|' food costs are 20%
higher than they
were four years ago.

The number of people visiting local food pantries across Ohio has surged, reflecting a growing and urgent
need for support in our communities. Fortunately, foodbanks are trusted providers that not only prevent
hunger today, but contribute to economic security and improved health long-term.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

The stakes could not be higher for the health, wellbeing, and economic mobility and security of Ohio’s
families, children, workers, older adults, and people with disabilities, as well as for the farmers and farm
workers that sacrifice so much to nourish the state, country, and world.

The Ohio Association of Foodbanks is respectfully requesting an additional $4.93 million per year, for a
total investment of $29.48 million per fiscal year in the 2026-27 state biennial budget.

Procuring fruits,
vegetables, dairy,
protein, and other
center of the plate
foods.

Building local
capacity to handle
and serve healthy
and perishable
products.

Safely and
efficiently storing
and distributing
foods throughout
all of Ohio.

This funding allows us to direct state dollars where they’'re needed most—feeding Ohio families, supporting
children’s health, and protecting vulnerable populations. Together, we’re leading in anti-hunger and pro-
agriculture efforts. Thank you for your support and partnership in fighting hunger alongside our foodbanks
and farmers.
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