
 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:         October 16, 2025 

 

Ohio Association of Foodbanks Statement on Hunger Relief During the Government Shutdown  

 

Media Statement from Joree Novotny, executive director of the Ohio Association of Foodbanks 

 

“With the first federal paychecks missed and the shutdown stretching into a third week, Ohio’s 

foodbanks and local hunger relief partners are working hard to respond to gaps that federal workers are 

facing. At the same time, we are focused on remaining available to the tens of thousands of Ohioans that 

turn to our network for help each day when they face budget shortfalls.   

 

“Foodbanks have existed for more than five decades to help families and those in need respond to food 

shortages. In times of economic disruption and natural disasters, foodbanks serve as key public-private 

partners working with local food pantries and meal programs to keep food on the table and households 

stable. As we navigate this shutdown day by day, we continue to communicate with our state agency 

partners to better understand the impact government-funded assistance programs may face if the 

shutdown is prolonged. While we stand ready to assist those affected, our resources are already 

stretched thin, with an average of 1.4 million Ohioans visiting our food pantries each month, and a 

prolonged shutdown will add strain on our network. 

 

“We are counting on our donors, supporters and communities to step up in any way they can as our 

network continues its response. This situation underscores the vital role of public-private partnerships in 

supporting working families. Our partnerships with the USDA and the State of Ohio help support farmers 

and producers when they face market challenges, while also ensuring Ohio families are nourished. We 

maximize those partnerships through the power of charitable and corporate giving and local 

volunteerism. The collective generosity of Ohioans in this moment is essential in supporting our mission 

— not only in this shutdown season, but as we approach the winter months and holiday season ahead.” 

 

### 

  

About the Ohio Association of Foodbanks 

The Ohio Association of Foodbanks is Ohio’s largest charitable response to hunger, representing Ohio’s 

12 Feeding America foodbanks and 3,600 member charities including food pantries, soup kitchens and 

shelters who serve all 88 counties in Ohio. Follow the association on X, stay connected on Facebook and 

visit them on the web at www.ohiofoodbanks.org. 

 
CONTACT: Joree Novotny, Executive Director, 614-273-5818 (cell) – or – jnovotny@ohiofoodbanks.org  

Audrey Vanzant, Director of Communications, 614-203-9134 (cell) – or – avanzant@ohiofoodbanks.org  
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