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The County Fact Sheets provide a county-level snapshot of food insecurity, public benefit participation, economic conditions, and foodbank service activity across Ohio. These data help guide the development of programs, policies, and solutions that improve food security for individuals and households served by the Ohio Association of Foodbanks (OAF) network, while also supporting public awareness and policy discussions related to hunger in Ohio. The fact sheets draw from a combination of nationally recognized modeled estimates, federal and state administrative data, and foodbank-reported service data. Because data sources differ in methodology and release schedules, each indicator reflects the most recent information available at the time of publication. Together, the metrics offer a consistent, comparable view of local needs and response across counties and foodbank service areas. To ensure accuracy and consistency over time, development of the County Fact Sheets began with a replication of the prior year’s published data using the same sources, definitions, and geographic assignments. Once validated, the data were updated with the latest available releases for the current year, ensuring continuity while incorporating new information. County-level food insecurity estimates are generated using statistical models that combine data from the U.S. Census Bureau, Bureau of Labor Statistics, and other federal sources. The most recent Map the Meal Gap release available at the time of publication is used for all counties.
Public benefit participation data, including SNAP, Medicaid, and WIC, are drawn from state administrative systems and provide a current snapshot of program participation at the county level. Additional demographic and economic indicators are primarily sourced from the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey five-year estimates, which improve reliability for county-level analysis. These include measures of poverty, disability, household income, labor force participation, and total population. Health insurance coverage estimates come from the Census Bureau’s Small Area Health Insurance Estimates program, and county unemployment rates are sourced from Ohio Labor Market Information. Foodbank service indicators are based on administrative data reported by foodbanks and reflect activity during the specified state fiscal year. These data capture the reach of the charitable food system through foodbanks and their partner agency networks, including households and individuals served, food distributed, and the number of food pantries and hunger relief agencies. Counties are assigned to foodbanks based on established service area boundaries. The County Fact Sheets are intended to provide a high-level snapshot of hunger-related need and response. 

